                

                                                                      

                                                      

 INTRODUCTION

 

    The traditional beliefs and mysteries of the ancients are being replaced rapidly, by the knowledge of men who consider themselves advanced in all fields of science including theology.  The main purpose of this book is to present data explaining a logical relationship between the ancient traditions and our modern day beliefs.

    These subjects comprise of Astronomy, Astrology, the Zodiac, the Bible, Kabbalah, Talmud, Zohar, Mathematics, Physics, Alchemy, Symbols, Egyptian manuscripts and modern Theories that are relative to a specific time period of the earth's history.      Even the best of rational minds has a weak point in their concepts, in that they cannot find all the answers to theories in a solid scientific manner.      Attaining knowledge of what is, does not directly tell us what should be.  Man has a tendency to use knowledge, so that it is consistent with human existence.    Therefore, not all of the material in this book will be precise proven facts, but may represent several alternative probabilities of the events that occurred.     So with this in mind the reader may choose the most logical assumption or come to a better conclusion.

    Most traditions of the religions make clear some type of fundamental value that seems healthy to a society because of the requirement of conduct and judgment in the emotional life of an individual.     The following information may make you sense more meaning in the ancient traditions and their dark sayings.    The ancients believed that their traditions gave them a reason to accomplish a goal and also gave them a feeling of power and strength for achieving their goal.    Mankind is now searching for a foundation on which to base its goals.   Through intellect, answers and values it is ever-searching for those high principles that help us determine the truth.  Without the fundamental principles that the Bible presents, we have experienced how modern mankind's principles have pushed us to our own end and danger.     Rulers of totalitarian states strive to destroy these principles, or elsewhere nationalism and its oppressions by economic means threaten these precious traditions.

    Einstein once stated boldly, "Science is the attempt at the posterior reconstruction of existence by the process of conceptualization,...Religion is an endeavor of mankind to become clearly and completely conscious of these divine values and goals and constantly to strengthen and extend their effect."   According to this definition a conflict between science and religion seems impossible.  This inspires me to reveal that the conflicts between them in the past and present are nothing more than misapprehension of the situation that had taken place.  Metaphysical and mythical are words used constantly by the opposition of the ancient traditions, but they should remember the phrase, "Seek, and ye shall find."  The real scientists are those who look for truth and understanding, and has faith that the regulations valid for the universal existence are understandable through reasoning.  That very statement may be the reason why the ancient chroniclers used symbols and metaphysical phrases to explain what they had witnessed.

    The word, Religion (Gr. threskeia, outward expression of spiritual devotion), also the Latin word "religare," meaning "to hold back or restrain," referring to a bond between two separate worlds in the New Testament.     The Old Testament has no word for religion.       Fear (Heb. yir’ah, Gr. phobos) and worship (Heb. shahah, bow down, prostrate, Gr. proskyneo, to prostrate, do obeisance to) of God referring to the mind set of adoration, rather than to a ritual.      The priest of the early civilizations went to great efforts to preserve even the zodiacal astronomical knowledge that is part of the tradition.     They etched in stone and papyrus a complex esoteric symbolism whose meanings illiterate people could not comprehend.       There is a great possibility that these initiates were mathematicians, astronomers and architects, convinced of the need to maintain this bond and quest for better understanding of that tradition.



�Constellations of the Zodiac



    The ancient people believed the earth was flat and the sky above was like an enormous dome.    The sun moved across the dome by day and the moon moved across it by night.    The inside surface at night was covered with stars.      The brightest stars were grouped in patterns called constellations, an arbitrary formation of stars perceived as a figure or design, especially one of 88 recognized groups named after characters from classical mythology and various common animals and objects.

    During the course of a year the stars seem to proceed across the dome of heaven, with certain constellations appearing above the eastern horizon in the spring for several months before they disappeared below the western horizon.        Thus the Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter procession repeated itself year after year. 

    Within the procession 12 constellations were noticed in particular.     The sun and the moon always rose and set within the part of the sky that held these 12.      At the beginning of spring the sun rose in the part of the sky occupied by the constellation known as Aries, the Ram.

    Also noticed traveling among the stars of the 12 constellations were five moving lights known as the Greek word planasthai meaning 'wanderers.'      Today we call them planets, which are bodies illuminated by light from a star, such as the sun, around which it revolves.      In the solar system there are nine known planets: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto.

    Most of the 12 constellations were named for living things, such that the part of the sky which the sun, the moon, and the planets traveled was named the zodiac, which meant 'circle of living things' or 'circle of animals.'  The 'living creatures' are seen in Ezek. 1:5-22; 3:13; 10:15-20; Rev. 4:6-9.



   �Zodiac (zo'de-ak')  In Astronomy, it is a band of the celestial sphere extending about 8° to either side of the ecliptic that represents the path of the principal planets, the moon, and the sun.     In astrology, this band divided into 12 equal parts called signs, each 30° wide, bearing the name of a constellation for which it was originally named but with which it no longer coincides owing to the precession of the equinoxes.     A diagram or figure representing the zodiac.     A complete circuit; a circle. [Middle English, from Old French zodiaque, from Latin zodiacus, from Greek zoidiakos (kuklos), (circle) of the zodiac, from zoidion, small represented figure, zodiacal sign, diminutive of zoion, living being.   See ZOON.]  -zoic suff. Relating to a specified manner of animal existence: holozoic.    Of or relating to a specified geologic era: Archeozoicozoic. [From Greek zoikos, of animals, from zoion, living being.]  



   The zodiac is often described as a circle of animals, one can look at it as a path, or the way of the salvation revealed in the heavens.   The word zodiac also means or comes from the primitive root, zoad, which comes from the Hebrew sodi.      In the New Testament it is the Greek word ‘Zoon’ a living creature, a beast, a living being (‘zoe’, life).     In the Revelation it is always those beings (creatures) which stand before the Throne of God, giving glory and honor to Him.



    Job 22:11  “Or darkness, that thou canst not see; and abundance of waters cover thee.”   

22:12  “Is not God in the height of heaven? and behold the height of the stars (height - Heb. ro’sh, head, used figuratively, i.e. elevation), how high they are!” 

22:13  “And thou sayest, How doth God know? can he judge through the dark cloud?”  

22:14  “Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he seeth not; and he walketh in the circuit of heaven.”   Does God concern Himself with earthly human affairs or only in heaven?



    Psalms 147:4  “He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.”

God was the original astronomer who named and ordered the constellations to be used for His purpose.   In Gen. 15:5 “…tell the stars, if thou be able to number them…shall they seed be.”

�M A Z Z A R O T H 



    Job 38:31  “Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?”

    The sweet influences are the joy of spring when Pleiades appear.  Hafiz (14th century Persian poet, of Sufic Moslems) and Sadi describe them as “brilliant rosettes.”      Pleiades in Greek Mythology  is the seven daughters of Atlas (Maia, Electra, Celaeno, Taygeta, Merope, Alcyone, and Sterope), who were metamorphosed into stars.      It is an open star cluster in the constellation Taurus, consisting of several hundred stars, of which six are visible to the naked eye [Middle English Pliades, from Latin Plïades, from Greek Pleiades].

    Gesenius translates it as “bands” or “knot.”    The seven stars are closely “bound” together also seen in Job 9:9 “Canst thou bind or loose the tie?”   Can anyone loose the bands by which the constellation Orion (represented in the East as an impious giant chained to the sky) was held fast.    Orion in Greek Mythology a giant hunter, pursuer of the Pleiades and lover of Eos, killed by Artemis.  Also a constellation in the celestial equator near Gemini and Taurus, containing the stars Betelgeuse and Rigel [Middle English Orioun, from Latin O¯rion, from Greek].   In Amos 5:8 the seven stars, were literally the heap or cluster of seven larger stars and other smaller, which was in the mind of Amos.   He names the stars well known to shepherds, Orion as the precursor of the tempests which are more threatened, and the Pleiades ushering in spring.

 

    Job 38:32  “Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?”   Can you move Mazzaroth from their places or houses (see note below).   

    Arcturus here is possibly Ursa Major, his sons - the three stars in his tail.   In Job 9:9 “Canst though make them appear in the sky?”    The great and less Bear are called by the Arabs “Daughter of the Bier,” the quadrangle being the bier (a coffin stand or to bear), the three others the mourners.     Arcturus is the fourth brightest star in the sky and the brightest star in the constellation Boötes, approximately 36 light-years from Earth [Middle English, from Latin Arcturus, from Greek Arktouros : arktos, bear; + ouros, guard, from its position behind Ursa Major].       Bootes is a constellation in the Northern Hemisphere near Virgo and Canes Venatici, containing the bright star Arcturus.       Bootes is one of the earliest  recorded constellations [Latin Bootes, from Greek bootes, plowman, Boötes, from bootein, to plow, from bous, ox].



    Job 38:33  Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?    Ordinances which regulate the alternations of seasons, as specified in Genesis 8:22.    Dominion is the controlling influence of the heavenly bodies, the sun, moon, etc., on earth (on tides, weather) see Genesis 1:16 and Psalm 136:7-9 a gift of mercy.



    Mazzaroth is a Hebrew word which means ‘The Constellations of the Zodiac.’   The book of Job, which is thought to be the oldest book in the Bible, goes back to approximately 2,150 B.C., which is 650 years before Moses came upon the scene around 1,500 B.C. to write the Pentateuch.
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    �“MAZZAROTH (mazaroth) [mazzaroth].     A feature of the starry heavens (Job 38:32).    The margin of the Authorized Version and the Revised Version of the Bible interprets it as the sign of the zodiac, equivalent to Hebrew mazzaloth  (II Kings 23:5, RSV, “constellations”).   The Hebrew word is of Babylonian origin.      It goes back to Old Akkad, manzaztu, which became manzaltu, mazzaltu (station, position of the planet in the zodiac).       In late Hebrew mazzal, Aramaic mazzala came to mean constellation of the zodiac, or planet.     The interpretation of either zodiacal signs or planets is possible.”   �

    The Church rejected the Slavonic and Ethiopic Book of Enoch from its canon because of its vast antiquity could not coincide with the limit of the 4004 years B.C. assigned to the world ‘s creation.    It presents Enoch’s translation into heaven from the first to the tenth.    

    In the Eighth Heaven, called Muzaloth, a place of the changing of the Season. 

    In the Ninth Heaven, called Kuvachim, the Houses of the Signs of the Zodiac. 

    The last, Tenth Heaven is called Aravoth which Enoch recognized the constellation whence came our first ancestors, the star Altair (in Aquila).  This will be discussed in a later chapter.



    The following is a list in sequence of all the Biblical references to “all the host of heaven.”   These are not to be used out of context, but only to aid in showing the general meaning of what “all the host of heaven” represents.



    Deuteronomy 4:19  “And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven.”   Translates: To keep from corrupting yourselves and making a graven image, prohibit images for worship.   The Canaanites had Baal and Astarte.   The Egyptians had Osiris and Isis, along with animal worship: as in ox, heifer, sheep, goat, dog, cat, ape, birds (ibis, hawk, crane), reptile (crocodile, frog, beetle) and fishes.   They also embraced the Zabian superstition, whole starry host.



    Deuteronomy 17:3  “And hath gone and served other gods, and worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the host of heaven (“the heavenly bodies”), which I have not commanded;”



    I Kings 22:19 and 2 Chronicles 18:18  “And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left.”    The Hebrew prophets borrowing from their symbolic pictures from earthly scenes, describe God in heaven as a king in his kingdom.  And as earthly princes do nothing of importance without asking the advise of their counsellors.   This is not to be interpreted literally.   The host on His right Hand had significance of having more importance than the host on His left side.   Could this have been degrees of the universe?



    2 Kings 17:16  “And they left all the commandments of the LORD their God, and made them molten images, even two calves, and made a grove, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served Baal.”



    Manasseh introduce the worship of idols, the restoration of high places, and the erection of altars or pillars to Baal, and the placing, in the temple of God itself, a graven image of Asherah, the sacred or symbolic tree, which represented “all the host of heaven.”    This was not idolatry, but pure star-worship, of Chaldaic and Assyrian origin. 

    As seen in the following verses 2 Kings 21:3-9 and the identical in 2 Chronicles 33:3-9.

    2 Kings 21:3  “For he (Manasseh) built up again the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed (had broken down); and he reared up altars for Baal (Baalim), and made a grove (or groves) as did Ahab king of Israel; and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them.”

21:4  “And he built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD said, In Jerusalem will I put my name (shall my name be forever).”    21:5  “And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the LORD.”     21:6  “And he made his son pass through the fire (caused his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom), and (he) observed times, and used enchantments, and dealt with familiar spirits and (with) wizards (used witchcraft): he wrought much wickedness (evil) in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger.”

2 Kings 21:7  “And he set a graven image of the grove (carved image, the idol) that he had made in the house (of God), of which the LORD said to David, and to Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of (before) all tribes of Israel, will I put my name for ever:”    21:9  “But they hearkened not: and Manasseh seduced them (made Judah) to do more evil (and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err) than did the nations (to do worse than the heathen) whom the LORD destroyed before the children of Israel.”    



    2 Chronicles 33:11  “Wherefore the LORD brought upon them the captains of the host of the king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon.”



    2 Kings 23:4  “And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels that were made for Baal (the whole apparatus of idol worship), and for the grove, and for all the host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem (Deut. 7:25 law consigned them to the flames) in the fields of Kidron (valley of Kidron, where lies Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives), and carried the ashes of them unto Bethel (to associate that place with ideas of horror and aversion).”



    2 Kings 23:5  “And he put down the idolatrous priests (priest - Heb., Chemarim, “scorched,” i.e., Guebres, or fire-worshippers, distinguished by a girdle (Ezek. 23:14-17) or belt of wool and camels hair, twisted round the body twice and tied with four knots, which had a symbolic meaning and was used as a defence against evil.), whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven.”     Baal-shemesh for Baal was sometimes considered the sun.   This form of false worship was not by images, but pure star-worship, borrowed from the old Assyrians.     Baal or Baals or Baalim any of various local fertility and nature gods of the ancient Semitic peoples considered to be false idols by the Hebrews.      Often baal a false god or idol [Hebrew ba’al, lord, Baal].   In 2 Kings 23:6 they “brought out of the grove” the Asherah, the mystic tree, placed by Manasseh in the temple, removed by him after his conversion, and replaced in the sanctuary by his wicked son Amon.



    Nehemiah 9:6  “Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.”  This was a profound adoration of God, whose supreme majesty and omnipotence is acknowledged.



    Isaiah 34:4  “And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree (Rev. 6:13).”    Also see (Psa. 102:26; Joel 2:31, 3:15, Matt. 24:29).  Dissolved (2 Pet. 3:10-12) violent convulsions of nature are in the Scripture made the images of great changes in the human world (Isa. 24:19-21) and shall literally accompany them at the winding up of the present dispensation.   The scroll, books in those days were sheets of parchment rolled together (Rev. 6:14).    Fall down the stars shall fall when the heavens in which they are fixed pass away.  



    Jeremiah 8:2  “And they shall spread them before the sun, and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom they have loved, and whom they have served, and after whom they have walked, and whom they have sought, and whom they have worshipped: they shall not be gathered, nor be buried; they shall be for dung upon the face of the earth.”   This verse shows retribution, in that the very objects which received their idolatries shall witness their dishonor for the mad fervor of their idolatry to the heavenly host.  

�

    Jeremiah 19:5  “They have built also the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind:”

19:13  “And the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses of the kings of Judah, shall be defiled (with dead bodies, v. 12; 2 Kings 23:10) as the place of Tophet, because of all the houses upon whose roofs (used as high places for sacrifices to the sun and planets, ch. 32:29; 2 Kings 23:11-12; Zeph. 1:5; even the Nabateans performed the same) they have burned incense unto all the host of heaven, and have poured out drink offerings unto other gods.”    Tophet  (Heb. toph, a drum) the underworld where wicked souls suffer torment after death.    An extremely unpleasant or painful condition or place [Middle English, from Hebrew to pet, a place where children were burned].   19:14  “Then came Jeremiah from Tophet, whither the LORD had sent him to prophesy; and he stood in the court of the LORD's house; and said to all the people,”



    Jeremiah 33:1  “Moreover the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah the second time, while he was yet shut up in the court of the prison, saying,”   33:21  “Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers.”   33:22  “As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me.”   (Genesis 15:5; 22:17) the blessing there promised belonged to all the tribes; here it is restricted to the family of David and the tribe of Levi, the welfare of the people. 



    Daniel 8:10  “And it (little horn of the he goat) waxed great, even to the host of heaven (explained in v. 24 “the mighty and holy people,” i.e., the Jews (ch. 7:21) and their priest (cf. Isa. 24:21).  The Levites’ service is called “a warfare” margin Num. 8:24-25.   Great civil and religious powers are symbolized by “stars” in Matt. 24:29.); and it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them (so Babel, Isa. 14:13-14; Rev. 12:4).”   8:11  “Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host (i.e., God Himself, the Lord of Sabaoth, the hosts in heaven and earth, stars, angels and earthly ministers), and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of the sanctuary was cast down.”



    Most of the above Biblical verses are warnings to those who worship graven or carved images or idols, use enchantments, or observed times, witchcraft, divine spirits, or use wizardry in any form that is not commanded by God. 



     In the Old Testament the Hebrew word for Host tsava’ “army” (Gen. 21:22, RSV ”army,” NIV “forces”); angels (Josh. 5:14, RSV and NIV “army”; Dan. 8:11); heavenly bodies (Deut. 4:19, NIV “heavenly array”); creation (Gen. 2:10); God of hosts (1 Sam. 17:45, NIV “armies”).      Basically all the host of heaven is the army or heavenly bodies of heaven as in Deuteronomy, 1 and 2 Kings, and Daniel.

     In the New Testament the Greek word for Host (of angels, etc.) is ‘Stratia’ an army, is used of angels Luke 2:13; of stars Acts 7:42; in 2 Cor. 10:4 it is ‘strateia’, warfare.       Here we see it as the heavenly host or heavenly bodies as objects of worship.

    The other Sabaoth pl. Hosts; armies: the Lord of Sabaoth. [Latin sabaoth, from Greek sabao th, from Hebrew seba ‘ot, pl. of sa ba’, army.]     Sabaoth is also seen as Saturn or Shiva or the “Lord of Host” (tsabaoth, army of the ship, or the crew, or a naval host), the sky is the “Upper Ocean” in the doctrine of the Chaldean Sabaeans.   In this case though Sabaoth is the Gnostic Archon and ruler of the fifth sphere; he was son of Iao who was son of Ialdabaoth.

�                                   Did you know that your Horoscope can kill you?





    The author of this book must clarify that he does not believe in horoscopes, astrology as used to foretell the future events of a person.        As in Isaiah 47:13,  "Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy councels." "Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee."   Astrologers here are those who form combinations of the heavens; who watch conjunctions and oppositions of the stars.    Castors of the configurations of the sky, the dividers of heavens.  In casting a nativity they observed four signs: the horoscope, or sign which arose at the time one was born; the mid-heaven the sign opposite the horoscope towards the west; and the hypogee.  Monthly prognosticators are those who at each new moon profess to tell what will happen in the future.



    �"The position of the earth in space has changed since ancient times.      As a result, the dates for each sign no longer represent the time when the sun is in the related constellation.  For example, on March 23, a date associated with Aries, the sun is actually in Pisces.  However, modern astrologers (persons who tell fortunes by studying the stars) still use the traditional dates." 



    Their confused uses of the original symbolic meanings of the Zodiac in horoscopes are a result of the misapprehension of the priests of the Babylonian Empire who developed them. 

    The time frames of each Zodiacal period and the location of the zodiacal constellations still comply to the message given in this book.



     The Zodiac and its symbolism, acknowledged throughout this book have a relationship to prophesy, numbers, and meanings that have occurred since the beginning.      The circle is the sum total of creation.    Using mathematical fact, the number 72 represents the number of years in one degree of a zodiacal age.      A Grand Cycle of 360 degrees would complete the circle.  Each of the twelve signs of the zodiac now has 30 degrees allotted to it.        Each one of these ages called a Month in the Great Zodiacal Year, and each of the thirty-days of such a month amounts to one day.      This figure of 72 years is in full agreement with Kabbalistic practices representing the number of years of a man's life.      In the upcoming chapters the Zodiac and each age are reviewed very thoroughly to see a continuous relation.



    Although I have researched much information about the Kabbalistic practices, it is all for naught unless one can read ancient Hebrew.      There is just as much controversy in its history as in all the other religious texts in existence.      One should beware not to believe all one reads especially if you have to rely on someone else translating the language from texts that were translated from other versions of the original.     It is not important that you study the Kabbalah or the myriad of text on the subject in order to understand the simplicity of God’s words. 



     My purpose of writing this book is to rid the Bible of a God whom superstitious people have introduced into it and to search for some real coherence in the word YHVH and of the Bible as a rational narrative.       Even if I am totally wrong in using the “Zodiac” or “Mazzaroth” as a reference to Biblical events, one will still find the following chapters and inserts very inspiring or amusing.     The Bible itself is a very complex and diverse book, requiring years of study just to fathom through it’s content.    As you will read in this book many answers to questions you may have had in your lifetime.   But one must not forget the simple message of the Bible is to believe in Jesus Christ as your Savior.

�    The following is from “The New International Dictionary of the Bible,” by J.D. Douglas and Merrill C. Tenney based on the NIV, cross-referenced to the KJV.



    ASTROLOGY,  ASTROLOGER.    In Deut. 18:10-13, Moses made no reference to astrology in warning his people against Canaanite superstition.      This sort of fortunetelling eventually came into western Palestine as a Babylonian or Mesopotamian study.      The translation “astrologer” appears in the English Bible twice (Dan. 2:2; 5:7 NIV), the other reference is found in Isaiah 47:13 (“those stargazers who make predictions month by month”),    (Emphasis mine: Isaiah 47:13,  "Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy councels." "Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee.") and in Jeremiah 10:2 (where people are urged not to be “terrified by signs in the sky”).   Jeremiah 10:2 “Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heavens; for the heathen are dismayed at them.”    It was characteristic of Babylonian wisdom, a swell as Egyptian, to ponder the movement of the stars, taking note of variations and conjunctions, so as to predict events on earth.       The Hebrew word ‘ashshaph” used in (Dan 1:20: 2:2, 10, 17; 4:7; 5:7, 11,17) has often been translated as “astrologer,” though not by the NIV.      It refers to the general practice of “magic” or the casting of spells and pronouncing of “charms.”      The NIV does, however, use “astrologer” to represent “Chaldean” in some of these verses (Dan. 2:2, 4-5, 10; 5:7, 11), but this covers philosophy as well as astrology and, in general, refers to educated people.    Dan. 2:2 Chaldeans were a certain order of priest-magicians, who wore a peculiar dress, like those seen on the gods and deified men in Assyrian sculptures.   They were the original tribe of the Babylonian nation, as were the magicians were properly Medes.   Dan. 5:7 Chaldees in the Samaritan Pentateuch was the third ruler, the chief of the satraps.   Dan. 1:20 astrologers or Hebrew “enchanters,” from a root, “to conceal,” one who practices the occults.



    ASTRONOMY.   The word is not found in the Bible, various passages refer to some aspect of the subject.     God is the maker of the stars (Gen. 1:16) as well as the One who knows their number and names (Ps 147:4).    In Psalm 19 there is a beautiful poem telling how the heavenly bodies (referring to the stars) show forth the glory of their Creator.

    There are hundreds of biblical references to stars, sun, moon, and planets.      The early Bible writers were more aquainted with the subject of astronomy than are many modern people.   When God wished to tell Abraham how numerous his descendants would be, he took him out and showed him the stars.     Then God said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them” (Gen 15:5).      Later God compared the number of Abraham’s descendants not only with the stars, but also with the sand on the seashore (22:17).       Before the invention of the telescope it was not certain that the number of stars was a great as the number of grains of sand on the seashore.   Modern discoveries, however, have proven the Bible correct.   The total number of stars is approximately equal to the number of grains of sand on the seashore, a number so large it is impossible for the human mind to comprehend.

    The Bible refers to the height of the stars, to their distance from the earth: “Is not God in the heights of heaven?  And see how lofty are the highest stars!” (Job 22:12).   Another reference to the great height of the stars is found in Isaiah 14:13.   Here Satan says, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God.”       Satan is inferring that it must be a very great distance to the stars.      The true distances to the stars were not known until 1838 when Bessel first computed the distance to a star, at more than one hundred thousand times the diameter of our solar system.

    In a painting of astronomical chart on the ceiling of the tomb of Senenmut in the time of Hatshepsut and Thutmose III.      The three columns represent Jupiter, Sirius, and Orion.    The “egg” in the center is probably Pleiades, and V-shaped constellation between Orion and Pleiades is Ursa Major over Ursa Minor.      Hatshepsut also Hatshepset who died c. 1482 B.C.. Queen of Egypt (1503-1482) who on the death of her husband, Thutmose II (c. 1504), became regent for her son Thutmose III.      She bestowed the title of pharaoh on herself and adopted all the pharaonic customs, including the wearing of a false beard.

�    It appears that the biblical writers were aware that the stars differ greatly from each other.  Paul, writing to the church at Corinth, says, “The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor” (1 Cor. 15:41).   Not only do stars have different colors, but they differ widely in size, in density, in temperature, and in total amount of light emitted.      The sun, around which the earth revolves, is an average star, some are one million times as large while others are smaller than Mercury.

    One of the many sins of the children of Israel was that of worshipping idols.      They wanted to worship also the sun, the moon, and the stars.    In Deuteronomy 4:19 they were warned not to indulge in such worship.     The Hebrew people observed carefully the daily rising of the sun, its majestic movement across the sky, and its final setting in the west.   Portrayed in the story of the battle with the Amorites as recorded in Joshua 10, when the sun stood still in the middle of the sky.   



    More remarkable is the story of the return of the shadow on the sundial of Ahaz.   In this case the Lord gave King Hezekiah a sign saying, “I will make the shadow cast by the sun go back the ten steps it has gone down on the stair way of Ahaz” (Isa 38:8).      If this is taken literally, this means not only that the earth stopped rotating on its axis, but that it reversed its direction of rotation for a short time.



    There are a number of allusions in the Bible to eclipses of the sun and of the moon.      In Isaiah 13:10 it is stated, “The rising sun will be darkened.”       Isaiah 13:10 “For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.     While in Joel 2:31 we have “The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the LORD come.”   These two descriptions accord quite well with observations of eclipses of the sun and of the moon.      The Bible uses the bending of light as the appearance of the strange color “turned ... to blood” to describe this astronomical phenomenon.   (Emphasis mine: Both of these are referring to an eclipse in the coming of the Day of the Lord at the end times, not what I call a biblical reference to past eclipses.)



    Calculated eclipses of the sun that occurred in Palestine during OT times are as follows: July 31, 1063 B.C.; August 15, 831; June 15, 763; May 18, 603; May 28, 585.  The variance in years is 232, 68, 160, and 18.     Very likely the prophets Amos and Joel witnessed the eclipse of August 15, 831.      Such an eclipse is vividly described by Amos: “And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause the sun  to go down at noon and I will  darken the earth in broad daylight (the clear day)” (Amos 8:9).     This chapter of Amos is about a famine of the word.     

    During the brief anomaly of magnetic pole reversal around 860 B.C.   The Book of Joel opens instructing the people to repeat to as many future generations as possible the prophecy he is about to give on the coming ”day of the Lord.”



    Joel 2:10, (c. 820 B.C.): “The Earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble; the sun and moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining.”   The inhabitants of the earth quake with fear of them.   The powers of heaven (Matt. 24:29); its illuminating powers are disturbed by the locusts which intercept the sunlight with their dense flying swarms.   These however, are the images of revolutions of states caused by such foes as were to invade Judea.   In Joel 2:11 “…Lord … his army” among the Mohammedans, “Lord of the locusts” is a title of God, where his voice command to the locusts (human foes of Judea, as “His army”).   Strong are they that executes his word (Rev. 18:8).

�

    Joel 2:30-32 “And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.   The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come.”     Josephus stated that when he comes in Judgment on Jerusalem, physical prodigies, massacres and conflagrations preceded its destruction.  To these the language here may allude, but the figures symbolize political revolutions and changes in the ruling powers of the world, prognosticated by previous disasters (Amos 8:9; Matt. 24:29; Luke 21:25-27) and convulsion, such as preceded the overthrow of the Jewish polity.   Such shall probably occur in a more appalling degree before the final destruction of the ungodly world (“the great and terrible day of Jehovah,” cf. Malachi 4:5).



    Amos 8:9 (c. 800 B.C.): “And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the Earth in the clear day.”    “Darkness” made to rise “at noon” is the emblem of great calamities (Jer. 15:9; Ezek. 32:7-10).



    Isaiah 13:10-13 (c. 775 B.C.): “For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.  And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and I will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.  I will make a man more precious than fine gold; even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir.    Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, and in the day of his fierce anger.”   Stars are figuratively for anarchy, distress, and revolutions of kingdoms (ch. 34:4; Joel 2:10; Ezek. 32:7-8; Amos 8:9; Rev. 6:12-14).   There may be a  literal fulfillment finally, shadowed forth under this imagery (Rev. 12:1).   Constellations Hebrew, a fool , or impious one; applied to the constellation Orion, who represented the impious giant (Nimrod deified, the founder of Babylon), who is chained to the sky.    Orion - Hebrew, the fool; seen in Job 38:31 appears fettered with “bands.”  The old legend represents this star as a hero, who presumptuously rebelled against God, and was therefore a fool, and was chained in the sky as a punishment; for its rising is at the stormy period of the year.   He is Nimrod (rebel) among the Assyrians; Orion among the Greeks.  Sabaism (worship of the heavenly hosts) and hero worship were blended in his person.   He first subverted the patriarchal order of society by substituting a chieftainship based on conquest (Gen. 10:9-10), “mighty hunter.”



    Habakkuk 3:6 (c. 628 B.C.); “He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow.”  Here Jehovah is seen to take a sudden stop, and measure the earth with his all seeing glance, where there is universal consternation.   Drove asunder to Maurer’s, root, translates, “rocked the earth,” where the Hebrew translates, “made to tremble.”   The everlasting mountains which retained the same place and form from the foundation of the world, did bow as it were in reverent submission.



    In the song of Deborah and Barak the references in Judges 5:20 no doubt refers to the influence of the stars in the lives of people     “They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought against Sisera.”     A fearful tempest burst upon them and threw them into disorder.  The battle was near Taanach (Ta’annuk) on a tell or mound in the plain of Megiddo (now Leijun).   With the assistance of Barak of Kadesh-naphtali, (10,000 men on the slopes of Mt. Tabor), against Jabin’s Canaanite “900 chariots of iron” (Judg. 4:13) under Sisera’s command were attacked (Judg. 5:21) during a heavy rain, resulting in utter rout.



    In the Book of Daniel and his three friends were always mentioned as keeping themselves separated and undefiled.     When the magicians and the astrologers were unable to perform a task, it was Daniel who was able to do the important things for the king.       Thus it is apparent that the Bible condemns the pseudo-science of astrology.�    The star of Bethlehem told in the second chapter of Matthew of the wise men from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?     We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him” (Matt. 2:2)   This star appeared under special laws for a special purpose, and these strangers expected all Jerusalem to be familiar of its new-born King.   They were the first to announce it, as God drew forth a noble testimony to the predicted birth-place of Messiah from the highest ecclesiastical authority in the nation.   Even the king was disturbed over the news, for he inquired of them at what time the star appeared.      This star seems to be their ever-present guide, for it is stated that “the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was” (2:9).   Here it implies that it had disappeared during the interval with the king.  These strangers from the far East told that the desire of all nations had actually come in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).

    The question is:  What kind of star can continually guide travelers to a definite point on the earth?    One proposal is an unusual conjunction of bright planets, on the same meridian at the same time of two or more celestial objects, that appear as one.      It is known that in the year 6 B.C. there was a conjunction of Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn.    However the conjunction would not have been visible to the wise men for it was too near the sun, and 6 B.C. is two years too early for the birth of Christ.

    Another theory is that this star was a nova, a star that suddenly becomes very bright.   The problem in this case is how such a bright star could serve as a guide to wise men and go unnoticed by everyone else.

    Another theory is that it was the planet Venus at its greatest brilliance.     It does sometimes appear as a very bright object in the winter sky, but the wise men knew the movements of the planets, and Venus would have hardly served as a guide to lead to the Christ child.



    Seleucid astrological text of the time of Antiochus I, found at Uruk, is divided into twelve compartments, corresponding to the twelve months and the twelve zodiacal signs, beginning with Virgo, represented by a figure at upper right holding an ear of barley.     In the center is the planet Mercury and, at the left, a raven representing the constellation Hydra (This should represent Corvus).  Each month is associated with different stones, plants, and trees.  Courtesy Reunion des Musees Nationaux.      Antiochus was a Seleucid dynasty ruling in Syria (280-64 B.C.).     Its most important member was Antiochus III, known as “the Great” (242-187, ruled 223-187), who conquered much of Asia Minor but was defeated by the Romans in 190.



    There is much evidence in the Bible that many of the constellations were known to the writers.   ‘Kesil’(Orion) is mentioned in Job 9:9 (Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.);  “constellations” Isaiah 13:10 (For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light;...); ‘Ash’  Amos 5:8 (Seek him that maketh the seven stars (Pleiades) and Orion,...) or ‘Ayish’ occurs in Job 9:9; 38:32.      Also found in Job 38:32 is the term ‘Mazzarot.'   The Lord asked Job many questions, “Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades?  Can you loose the cords of Orion?” (Job 38:31).



    One constellation has a special significance to the Christian.    It is Cygnus, the flying swan or the Northern Cross.   Its six stars from a huge Roman cross in the summer sky, about the size of the Big Dipper.      This constellation sinks westward in the sky until at Christmas time it stands upright just above the horizon in the northwest.     There is rich symbolism here in the fact that the star Deneb at the top of the cross, where the head of Christ was, is a super giant, while the one at the bottom, Albireo, where his feet were, is a telescopic double.

    In the last chapter of the last book of the Bible, the Lord Jesus is called “the bright Morning Star” (Rev. 22:16).

    Bibliography: G.V. Schiaporelli, Astronomy in the Old Testament, 1905; E.W. Maunder, The Astronomy of the Bible, 1935; G. Abeti, The History of Astronomy, 1952.

�

 The Twelve Letter Name of God



    �YHWH also YHVH or JHVH or JHWH (y‹d“hä“väv“hä“, yä“w³, yä“wµ) n. The Hebrew Tetragrammaton representing the name of God.    This is the Twelve Letter Name of God



    This is not in reality a word but is known as the “Tetragrammaton,” the four consonants standing for the ancient Hebrew name for God commonly referred to as “Jehovah” or “Yahweh.”   The original Hebrew text was not vocalized.  YHWH was considered too sacred to pronounce, so ‘adonai (“my Lord”) was substituted in reading.    When eventually a vowel system was invented, since the Hebrews had forgotten how to pronounce YHWH, they substituted the vowels for ‘adonai, making “Jehovah,” a form first attested at the beginning of the twelfth century A.D.



    � Tetragrammaton (tµt”r…-gr²m“…-t¼n”) n. The four Hebrew letters usually transliterated as YHWH or JHVH (Yahweh or Jehovah), used as a biblical proper name for God. [Middle English Tetragramaton, from Greek tetragrammaton, four-letter word, from neuter of tetragrammatos, four-lettered : tetra-, tetra- + gramma, grammat-, letter;] 



    In Genesis 17:1 Yahweh appeared to Abram, but the revelation vouchsafed was not “I am Yahweh” but “I am El Shaddai.”    It was not until Exodus 3:13-15 that Yahweh was opened to Moses.    First the name is related to the Hebrew verb “to be”; more characteristically “to be actually present,” “to be a present reality.”        Secondly, the form could be translated either “I am actively present” or “I make to be actively present.”     Thus “I am who I am” means either “I am actively present as and when I choose” or “I bring to pass whatever I choose.”

    The Lord identifies himself with redemption, the blood of the lamb, and the choosing out of his people for himself.   In Exodus 3-4; 6:1-8 Yahweh is a God that speaks before he is a God who acts.



    God (Heb. ‘elohim, el, ‘elyon, shadday, yahweh, Gr. theos).     God’s being and attributes are displayed on every page of the Bible.      A scholarly definition of God would be:

    God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.

    If he is Spirit as in a non material being, self-conscious and self-determining.

    The infinity of God is not an independent attribute.   “God is everything.”    God is everywhere as in Psalm 139.    Everything (in the universe) everywhere is immediately in his presence.

    Infinite in his wisdom designating God’s omniscience as all-inclusive, not dependent on a step-by-step process of reasoning.     He eternally knows what he has known in the past and what he will know in the future.

    Infinite in his power pointing to his omnipotence and control of all the power that is or can be.

    Infinite in his holiness, justice, and goodness signify God’s moral attributes.      “Be holy because I am holy” (Lev. 11:44-45).    Goodness indicates his love, his common grace in saving sinners.

    Infinite in his truth an attribute designating the basis of all logic and rationality.   The axioms of logic and mathematics, and all laws of reason, are not apart from God to which God must be subject.     They are attributes of his own character.    “It is impossible for God to lie” (Heb. 6:18; Titus 1:2), it is not contradicting his omnipotence.    Truth is not an object of power.   “He cannot deny himself” (2 Tim 2:13 KJV).

    Eternal which means without temporal beginning or ending.  That God existed eternally before the creation of the finite universe does not imply a personal subject with no object, for God is triune.   The idea that eternity means timelessness is nowhere suggested in the Bible.     This false notion came into Christian theology under the influence of Aristotle.

    Unchangeable is his perfect self-consistency of character throughout all eternity.    This is not a static concept, but dynamic, in all his relations with his creatures.     God brings to pass, in time, the events of his redemptive program.

    God is known by his acts.   “God ... has spoken to us by his Son” (Heb. 1:1ff).   His “invisible” being, that is, his “eternal power and divine character”  (theiotes) are “known” and “clearly seen” by “what has been made” (Rom. 1:20).      God is known in fellowship.

�                                                  The Names of God



    Revelation 19:12  “His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.”



    So strong is the power of the spoken word, that the mighty four-letter name of God, the Tetragrammaton--IHVH is never pronounced by devout Hebrews.         The name is usually substituted for by another four-letter name, ADNI, which is pronounced Adonai and means Lord.  The true pronunciation of IHVH is known to very few, as it is believed to be a great secret, and "He who can rightly pronounce it, causeth heaven and earth to tremble, for it is the name which rusheth through the universe."          IHVH is commonly spelled out as Jehovah.

    The intrinsic meaning of the Tetragrammaton--IHVH--is "to be," and it is a symbol of existence.         It also represents the four cardinal points, the four elements, (fire, air, water, and earth), and the four worlds of the Kabbalists.

    The Name may be transposed in twelve different ways, all of which mean "to be."        The twelve transpositions are known as the "twelve banners of the mighty name," and are said to represent the twelve signs of the Zodiac.   The twelve simple letters of the Hebrew Alphabet.
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    God also has three other four-letter names:

AHIH (existence),  ADNI (Lord), and ALGA this one is a Notarikon version (Atoh Gebor Leolahm Adonai) which means (Thou art mighty forever, O Lord).



    The similarities between IHVH (Jehovah) and AHIH (Eheih) are very marked.     The letter He (archetype of universal life) is the second and fourth character in both names.    AHIH (Eheih) is the unmanifested cosmic principle, God before the Creation, while IHVH is the manifested cosmic principle, the Creation itself.



    Another powerful name of God, is the Schemhamphoras, or the Divided Name, which is hidden in the Book of Exodus, chapter 14, verses 19, 20, and 21.     Each verse is composed of seventy-two letters (in the original Hebrew).       If one writes these three verses' one above the other, the first from right to left, the second from left to right, and the third from right to left, one would get seventy-two columns of three-letter names of God.       The seventy-two names are divided into four columns of eighteen names each.      Each of the four columns falls under the aegis of one of the letters of the Tetragrammaton, IHVH.



Exodus 14:

14:19  “And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them:”    The angel of God, i.e. the pillar of cloud.   The slow and silent movement of that majestic column through the air,  which exited the Israelites (Isa. 58:8).

14:20  “And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the night.”   The pillar of cloud became a barrier between their pursuers and produced light (a symbol of favor) and darkness (a symbol of wrath) as seen also in 2 Corinthians 2:16.

14:21  “And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.”  Hebrew qedem, kedem, east, other forms of this root, front, aforetime, east; mizrah, place of the sunrise, east; Gr. anatole, rising, east.

�Schemhamphoras, or the Divided Name

�

    The following are a list of the Hebrew names for the above: these could also be the names of seventy-two angels of Jacob’s ladder, or the seventy-two syllable name of God, made up of 216 letters.   

    Also the 360 degree grand circle of the Mazzaroth is 25,920 years divided by 72 names is 360 years per each of God’s names to manifest itself in the world.      One zodiacal age is 2160 years containing six 360 year periods.  

    The Tetragrammaton appears to have its origin in the phrase found in Exodus 3:14 “I am that I am.”         I can assure you not many people would set through the hours of Biblical study it would take to review the actual names of God in the Scriptures.   



  (I)    1. Vehu; 2. Yeli; 3. Sit; 4. Aulem; 5. Mahash; 6. Lelah; 7. Aka; 8. Kahath; 9. Hezi; 10. Elad; 11. Lav; 

          12. Hahau; 13. Yezel; 14. Mebha; 15. Heri; 16. Haquem; 17. Lau; 18. Keli; 

 (H)   19. Levo; 20. Pahel; 21. Nelak; 22. Yiai; 23. Melah; 24. Chaho; 25. Nethah; 26. Haa; 27. Yereth;  

         28. Shaah; 29. Riyi; 30. Aum; 31. Lekab; 32. Vesher; 33. Yecho; 34. Lehach; 35. Kaveq; 36. Menad;

 (V)   37. Ani; 38. Chaum; 39. Rehau; 40. Yeiz; 41. Hahah; 42. Mik; 43. Veval; 44. Yelah; 45. Sael; 46. Auri;

         47. Aushal;  48. Miah; 49. Vaho; 50. Doni; 51. Hachash; 52. Aumem; 53. Nena; 54. Neith;

 (H)   55. Mabeth; 56. Poi; 57. Nemem; 58. Yeil; 59. Harach; 60. Metzer; 61. Vamet; 62. Yehah; 63. Aunu;

         64. Machi; 65. Dameb; 66. Menak; 67. Asau; 68. Chebo; 69. Raah; 70. Yekem; 71. Haiai; 72. Moum.



    This name was pronounced only once a year by the high priest on the Day of Atonement.  Tradition tells us that once every seven years they were allowed to orally pass on the secret pronunciation to their disciples.

�

     After two thousand years, man is beginning to dissolve religious traditions from their concepts.     This loss is mainly due to the inevitable advance of science that involves a better understanding of nature, making superstition give way to knowledge.    Today scientists believe more in progress and efficiency rather than non-factual superstition.     The forgotten tradition, augmented by a misinterpretation of the Bible, blocks our view from the truth.    If we except the fact that miracles, like magician's illusions, defy no laws of nature, we may find it easier to understand this tradition.

     Some of the alternative ideas and possibilities compiled here are from other past and present authors, philosophers and scientists.  In presenting alternative ideas, some of the references are omitted, but in other cases their discoveries may be confirmed.     I have added many new original concepts to the content of this book, some of my research is ideas over-looked or never considered as a possibility.      Reference on some of the material is a requirement in order to show that this information existed.



     The main concern of this book is not to sensationalize you, but to show you a direct relationship between the Tradition, Biblical interpretation, mysticism, and the mysteries of the past, compared to modern day theories and discoveries in science.

   This Book will be a zodiacal symbolism from the beginning to the end of the cycle, involving the predestined events of each Patriarch and yet to occur events of the Revelation.      One            could say that it is teleological by nature in that its history is purposeful and is directed by God.   It includes between chapter Inserts with star charts, history, biblical verses and mythologies.

   Any future books will consist of all the material not included in this subject, and possibly a comparison of modern science theories, and philosophies with that of the tradition. 



      One can learn much from the texts by explaining or understanding the esoteric knowledge and wisdom of the ancient Adepts regarding man and his destiny and judging the tree by its fruits.    There is very little that is new to our present age.      We are the gifted ones with an abundance of thought to enlighten the races of the earth.     Spiritual investigators will open up new paths for those who have become disillusioned with the stagnation caused by oppressive societies.       Finding the keys to unlock the mysteries in the symbols and hieroglyphics of ancient writers will spawn fresh illuminated ideas for the future -- a goal in itself.



    Daniel 1: 3 "And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes;”  1:4 “Children in whom was no blemish, but well favored, and skillful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom might teach them the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans."  

 

   In 1 Timothy 6:20, "O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain bubblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:"



    Science (Gr. ‘Gnosis’) means knowledge, refers to the teaching of the Gnostics (the Knowers) “falsely called knowledge,”        Our science in the modern sense was unknown in the Scripture of Timothy. 

   The KJV translation of Hebrew madda in Dan. 1:4 is literally “understanding knowledge or thought.”



    Gnosticism (Gr. gnosis, knowledge) was used of false teaching within the period when the NT was written.   The word more accurately describes systems of knowledge in opposition to orthodox Christianity in the second and third centuries.      It appeared that some church members, embarrassed by the lowly origins of Christianity (birth in a stable, traveling teacher, death on a cross, etc.), linked aspects of traditional Christianity with attractive ideas taken from Greek philosophy and Eastern religion, magic, and astrology.   They believed the true God is pure spirit and dwells in the realm of pure light, totally separated from this dark world.     This world is evil, for it is made of matter, and matter is evil.       The true God will have nothing to do with it, for it was created by a lesser god and was a mistake.�   The Associated Press  April 23, 1992 "What we found is evidence for birth of the universe"



    Los Angeles (AP) -- A NASA satellite has found huge ripples of matter near the edge of the universe, amomentus discovery that explains how stars and galaxies evolved from the "big bang" that created the cosmos, scientists say.

    "What we have found is evidence for the birth of the universe," said George Smoot, an astrophysicist at Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory and the University of California at Berkeley.

    The discovery by NASA's COsmic Background Explorer spacecraft caps a 28-year quest for the solution to one of science's most vexing puzzles: How did matter that was uniformly spread out in the newborn universe start clumping together to produce stars, galaxies, and clusters of galaxies?

    If the research is confirmed, "it's one of the major discoveries of the century.   In fact, it's one of the major discoveries of science," said physicist Joel Primack of the University of California at Santa Cruz.    "If correct it would be the Holy Grail of cosmology and would be considered for a Nobel Prize."

    Smoot said the ripples, which are extremely wispy clouds of matter, are "the largest and most ancient structures in the universe,"  stretching as long as 59 billion trillion miles and dating to almost 15 billion years ago.      That's only 300,000 years after the big bang, the cataclysmic explosion scientists believe created the universe, he said.     The ripples were created by the universe's rapid expansion after the big bang, Smoot said.     Once the ripples formed, gravity made increasing amounts of matter clump together, eventually creating galaxies.     "What we have found solves a major mystery, revealing for the first time the primeval seeds that developed into the modern universe," said John Mather, chief scientist of the $400 million mission at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md.

    "It tells us how the universe developed from an almost featureless explosion to something that's been broken up into huge clusters of galaxies and huge empty spaces."     Evidence collected by the satellite also supports the theory that up to 90 percent of the universe is made of invisible "dark matter" that scientists haven't yet been able to identify, Smoot said.

    Decisive, Nobel Prize-winning evidence supporting the big-bang theory was discovered in 1964 when Arno Penzias and Robert Wilson detected the big bang's "afterglow" -- microwaves known as cosmic background radiation.  

    The Earth-orbiting COBE spacecraft made more than 300 million measurements since it's 1989 launch.  It detected nearly imperceptible variations in the temperature of the radiation, which measures 454 degrees below zero.      Those variations -- only about thirty-millionths of a degree --  represent slight differences in the density of matter at the edge of the universe, basically ripples of wispy clouds surrounded by slightly less dense matter, Smoot said.

    The smallest ripples stretch across 500 million light years of space, or 2.9 billion trillion miles.  Until now, the largest known structure in the universe was the "great wall," an arc of galaxies about 200 million light years long.     Since the ripples were created almost 15 billion years ago, their radiation has been traveling toward Earth at the speed of light.     By detecting the radiation, COBE is "a wonderful time machine" able to view the young universe.



    Colossians 1:15, "Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:"   1:16 "For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him."



    St. John 1:1, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."  1:2  "The same was in the beginning with God."  1:3 "All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made."   1:4 "In him was life; and the life was the light of men."    John is referring to the Word as a way to describe God without forming a mental image or pronouncing the name of God which to the Jews was unknowable and also an error to create idols for worship.

�        The Associated Press April 26, 1992 "Big bang discovery unites religion, science"  



    "The momentous findings supporting the 'big bang' theory of creation provide a common ground for two old antagonists -- religion and science -- in the eternal debate over whether the universe is  the work of a majestic guiding hand."

    The discovery, indicating that an explosive birth billions of years ago led to today's expanding cosmos of stars and galaxies, reinforces religious themes that order was created out of chaos by divine intervention, some scientists and theologians say.

    "Christian cosmology and the big bang are very compatible understandings of the arrow of time," says the Rev. Frederic B. Burnham, a science historian and director of the Trinity Institute in New York City.      "There was a beginning and there will be an end."

    Astronomers announced Thursday they had discovered distant, wispy clouds or ripples of matter that indicate how matter that was uniformly spread out in the newborn universe may have started clumping together to produce stars.

    That the announcement was greeted with Christian equanimity is indicative of the new state in the relationship between religion and science.

    Many Americans still believe strongly in a traditional biblically based creation.      In a 1991 Gallup Poll, 47 percent of respondents said God created man pretty much in his present form at one time within the last 10,000 years, while 40 percent said man has developed over millions of years, but God guided this process.      Only 9 percent said man evolved without God, while 4 percent had no opinion.

    Few minds will be changed by the latest discoveries, said Hershel Shanks, editor of Moment, a magazine of Jewish culture and  opinion.

    "The importance of the biblical story stands on its own regardless of scientific facts of the origin of the universe," Shanks said.

    On a more formal level, relations between religion and science have improved.      The conservative institute holds that the weight of scientific evidence supports the biblical record that the world was created in six days sometime within the last 10,000 years.



    Biblically, the amount of time that may have passed from the literal interpretations Genesis 1 to Genesis 2 that the world was created in a six day period of time or when the first moment of creation occurred is beyond the domain of science.

    In 1994 a physics professor before colleagues at a prestigious scientific meeting discusses new data on the universe’s origins and even cites parallels between these findings and the Kabbala, a set of Jewish mystical beliefs from the Middle Ages.     Although not a Kabbalist or capable of reading or understanding the Hebrew language, some scientists seem to have a growing interest concerning connecting science and spirituality.

    Thousands of scientists have joined organizations created since the 1940s to bridge the religion gap, including the American Scientific Affiliation, an evangelical Christian group with 2,500 members, and the non-denominational Institute on Religion in an Age of Science, with a few hundred.     Science is a method, if one sees God in the complexity of the universe then one goes beyond their data and is misusing science to validate their positions.    Galileo stated “The Bible tells how to go to heaven, not how the heavens go.”

    The universe was constructed very carefully and not by accident according to some astrophysicists.  There had to be creator since the mass density of the universe is just right.  If the mass were larger, there would be too much deuterium (heavy hydrogen) from the big bang, and stars would burn too rapidly.  If smaller, there would be insufficient helium from the big bang, and too few heavy elements would have formed. 



    I did not write this book to do battle with the evolutionist or the creationist.      Mankind as we know him today is not a blind time-and-chance evolutionary process, on some speck in a vast cold universe.    Also if one does not have great faith that this is true it is hard to imagine why, if God in his sublime form would bother coming to a tiny speck in that universe just to meddle in the affairs of a nomadic tribe of mankind.   One must read the Scriptures to find these answers.

�A Valid Warning



    To be noted here is the fact that in the Colossian church were some who practiced dissimilar faith, obsessed with knowledge which only a few special individuals could understand.     This quest for deep intellectual mysteries and philosophies of the tradition of men or the world were not after the teachings of Christ.     Let this be a warning to those who wish to leave God out of their processes.



    Colossians 2:1  For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; 

2:2  That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 

2:3  In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  

2:4  And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.  

2:5  For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.  

2:6  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

2:7  Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.  

2:9  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  

2:10  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:  

2:11  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:  

2:12  Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  

2:13  And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  

2:14  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;  

2:15  And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.  

2:16  Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:   

2:17  Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.  

2:18  Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

2:19  And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.  

2:20  Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,  

2:21  (Touch not; taste not; handle not;  

2:22  Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?  

2:23  Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body: not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.









�   American Heritage Dictionary    "ZODIAC"

�   The New Westminster Dictionary of the Bible  page 599-600  ‘Mazzaroth’

�  The World Book Encyclopedia  "ZODIAC"

�  American Heritage Dictionary  "YHWH"     

�  American Heritage Dictionary  "TETRAGRAMMATON"
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